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FREIGHT NETWORK REFORM, SOUTH METROPOLITAN REGION 
Grievance 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [10.13 am]:  It will come as no surprise to members on this side of the House to 
hear that my grievance is about the lack of intellectual and logical consistency on the part of members opposite, 
particularly the member for Murdoch and some of his colleagues, in their fear campaign on the reform of the 
freight network in the south metropolitan region.  The Western Australian Government has established a process 
of engaging with the community to change the way the freight network in this State operates.  It has developed a 
process to develop a sustainable freight system that will take the State simply beyond bulldozing and building 
more roads. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I will come to the Leader of the Opposition in a minute.  He has form on this issue. 

The Government is putting in place a sustainable freight system that does not entail bulldozing high conservation 
wetlands in the south metropolitan region that have a value to the community unparalleled anywhere else on the 
Swan coastal plain.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who are you grieving to? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is already on the Notice Paper.  If the Leader of the Opposition does not know, it is to the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I thought it was to me.  I was going to respond. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The Leader of the Opposition should keep up rather than generate scurrilous misinformation 
and fear throughout the community. 

I say to the minister that I am particularly concerned about the campaign that the City of Melville, and more 
recently the City of Cannington, has commenced at the urging - 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  This is not an opportunity for a free exchange of comments across 
the Chamber.  I ask members to desist and give attention to the member with the call, who happens to be the 
member for Riverton. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It does happen to be the member for Riverton; thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

My concern is that the freight network review and the whole process of freight reform engaged more than 140 
people in an extraordinarily detailed process of understanding our challenges, understanding that more roads are 
not a solution to effective freight movement, and understanding that there is a complexity to this issue that 
requires more than a single-line solution such as building more roads through wetlands.  I applaud the minister, 
as I have done on the record previously, for sticking to her guns and maintaining that we need a multi-faceted 
response to freight reform and for her six-point plan.  My concern today, though, is not so much to praise the 
minister for that but to raise concern about the level of fear and misinformation that is being distributed through 
the south metropolitan region.  It has been so extensive that it has caused me to spend some of my electoral 
allowance to contribute to an information pamphlet that seeks to remedy some of that misinformation that has 
been put out by members of the Opposition and, indeed, by local government.  I will raise with the minister a 
couple of points of that misinformation. 
The Liberal Party is on the record as saying that it always intended to build Roe Highway stage 8 through the 
middle of the wetlands regardless of the environmental, social and economic implications.  The Liberal Party is 
on the record as having prevaricated and delayed and never having delivered.  There was no substantial 
movement on Roe Highway for eight years while it was in government.  It tinkered at the edges and put up a 
signpost that said, “We’re gunna, we’re gunna, we’re gunna,” but it did absolutely nothing.  In response to 
serious concerns about Roe Highway and the Fremantle eastern bypass, the former Premier is on the record as 
saying - 
Mr M.F. Board:  Hang on!  Who started the whole process of Roe Highway?  All you are opening is what we 
funded.  What a joke! 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member for 10 000 maniacs has piped up!  I will get to the member for Murdoch, who 
has form on this issue.  I believe he has involved himself in a serious misuse of local government and he will be 
condemned for it. 
Mr A.J. Carpenter:  The ratepayers of the City of Melville are not happy. 
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Mr A.D. McRAE:  Absolutely.  The ratepayers of Melville are not happy with the member for Murdoch.  The 
former leader, Richard Court, said - and here we have a little bit of honesty that is no longer evident in the 
Parliament from the opposition benches - that he could accept that people were concerned, but his Government 
would not proceed with any of these projects until it could gain broad community support.  He went on to say 
that the road had not been a top priority for his Government.  Magically it has now become a top priority.  
Richard Court said that. 
Mr M.F. Board:  Ah! 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Did the member for Murdoch not know that the former Premier had said that the road was not 
a top priority?  The member for Murdoch must go back and do some homework; either that or he is telling 
porkies.  He should make up his mind. 
Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  Richard Court said also that he would not build it until there was community consensus. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  That is right.  The road had not been a top priority; there was plenty of pressure around the 
State to do other works first.  What else have we had from the mob on the other side?  It has said that it will put 
the bulldozers through.  The Leader of the Opposition has been to the Roe Highway site and has said that he is 
committed to the construction of stage 8 in the first term of a new Liberal Government, which will be in 2027 - 
no; he did not say that bit - and would ensure that a solution was found to preserve the natural habitat.  What did 
the South Metropolitan MLC say about that?  On 3 February 2001, Hon Simon O’Brien said that he was not sure 
that we need this stage at all.  I have great difficulty coming to terms with a six-lane super highway going 
through that area, bearing in mind the environmental situation.  Those frauds opposite are out there all over the 
place -  

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The member for Riverton knows that it is totally inappropriate to refer to members on this 
side of the House - and point to them - as frauds.  That is unparliamentary and is casting bad reflections on 
members of this House.  I ask that you make him withdraw, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I withdraw. 
Debate Resumed 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I will deal quickly with what is happening in the local community.  First of all, there is a fear 
campaign that somehow South Street and Leach Highway will be turned into freeways.  This mob opposite 
continues to fraudulently put that about and to say that to the community time after time. 

Points of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The member for Riverton is using the same term.  He is referring to members on this side 
as doing fraudulent things, and that is totally unparliamentary.  He is an Acting Speaker.  He should know the 
rules of Parliament.  I ask again that he withdraw and desist from referring to members on this side of the House 
as frauds or acting fraudulently. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member is now engaging in a bit of game play.  I think he was right to point out that I 
had accused them of being frauds, and that was improper of me.  What I said later was that actions were 
fraudulent.  That is a very different matter from accusing them of being frauds. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, there is no point of order.  There was not a direct accusation made against 
a member; it was only in relation to an action. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  I will finish on this point: nothing was said when the City of Melville approved the upgrade 
of South Street to a major regional freight route some years ago.  Nothing was said by the City of Canning when 
the City of Melville proposed the widening of Leach Highway to eight lanes.  It is no wonder the headline in the 
local paper is - 

Small SOS crowd -  

In brackets, Liberal front -  

‘an embarrassment’ 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.22 am]:  I thank the member 
for the grievance, which is very legitimate.  Once again there have been enormous quantities of cant and 
hypocrisy from the other side on this matter. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Did you go to the rally? 
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Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  No, I certainly did not go to the rally.  I will not attend a Liberal Party meeting, 
because effectively that is what it was.  The cappuccino bars from Hillarys to Fremantle were emptied as the 
Young Liberals went out there in their fluorescent outfits and made up 50 per cent of the numbers that turned up.  
The other 50 per cent were the Liberals’ blue rinse brigade. 

The Government does not deny that there is an issue here, and it does not deny that there is genuine concern in 
the community.  We are making a paradigm shift.  We are attempting to get a sustainable planning and transport 
solution for the southern suburbs.  It is a solution that is beyond the capacity of members on the other side to 
understand, and it is also beyond their capacity to be honest about what they are proposing to do. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Nedlands, that sort of interjection in this House is unacceptable. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  It is quite interesting.  All these people are basing their lives on Grass Roots.  We have 
Biddy Marchant minus the chin out there, and in this little saga we also have a chief executive officer on whom 
the CEO in Grass Roots is based.  

What we have is a very real change.  Of course, where there is change there is concern.  Issues will have to be 
resolved.  We do not deny that many members on the Melville City Council and in the community are concerned 
about the change we are effecting.  I can also tell members that there are far more concerns about the proposals 
that the Liberal Party now says are on its agenda but which, during its eight years in government, it sought to 
distance itself from.  The Opposition had 700 Liberal Party members and fellow travellers attend a rally on a 
Sunday morning when it promised that 10 000 would attend and that the southern suburbs would rise up to 
support the cause.  As I said, there were 700 people at that rally, at least 200 of whom were young Liberal 
marshals. 

A number of issues about how this campaign has been run are of grave concern; for instance, the way in which 
ratepayers’ funds from the City of Melville have been used to fund a campaign conducted by the Save Our 
Suburbs group, which is an interesting group in itself.  I will read out the names of those on the committee of 
that group.  The chairman is Hon Mike Board and the committee consists of Hon Simon O’Brien, Hon Barbara 
Scott, Mr Richard Lewis, Graham Kierath, Murray Criddle and Councillor Trish Phelan from the City of 
Melville, who also happens to be the former electoral officer for Hon Mike Board.  That is a really broad-based 
community group.  It is incredible.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  To that list you can add the newly signed up Liberal Party member, Councillor Russell 
Aubrey.  I understand that the member for Murdoch paid for his party membership and Councillor Aubrey does 
not know what branch he has been put into. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Is that right?  The council of the City of Melville - 

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I would like to have the opportunity to make these comments.  The council of the City 
of Melville passed a resolution in December saying that no direct expenditure was to be made to the Save Our 
Suburbs campaign.  However, the Mayor of the City of Melville, who had to elicit what support had been given, 
got a series of responses from the chief executive officer showing that almost $40 000 worth of funding had been 
spent on a campaign that was being orchestrated by the Save Our Suburbs group.  Many community members 
are concerned that this has been improper conduct, and a number of complaints have been made to the Minister 
for Local Government asking for this matter to be reviewed.  I understand that the matter is under active 
consideration at the moment and that correspondence has been sent to the city council asking it to provide further 
information.   

No-one objects to the City of Melville taking a position.  I am disappointed that we have not got a more 
enlightened position and that the City of Melville cannot see that the rubbish spoken by the Opposition will not 
solve any of its problems.  I am disappointed that the City of Melville does not realise that having a couple of 
lines on a map that will never be built will not solve a single traffic problem.  Having a line on a map will not 
take a single truck off Leach Highway or South Street.  The strategy of the previous Government was to pretend 
to do something when, at every opportunity that it had to act, it failed to act.  As we know, before the last 
election Hon Simon O’Brien said that he did not believe that this section of Roe Highway should be built.  The 
opposition environment spokesperson is now claiming that this Government should build a gigantic elevated 
structure similar to London Bridge to soar above the wetlands.  It is a disgrace.   

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


